
19th Swiss Geoscience Meeting, Geneva 2021 

 
Assessing perceptions and societal values of 
landscapes with go-along interviews 
 
Timo Oliveri (timo.oliveri@geo.uzh.ch) 1  
Dr. Annina Michel (annina.michel@geo.uzh.ch) 1, 2  
 
1 Geograifsches Institut, Universität Zürich, Winterthurerstrasse 190, 8057 Zürich  
2 University Research Priority Program “Global Change and Biodiversity”, University of 
Zurich, Winterthurerstrasse 190, 8057 Zürich 
 
This paper reflects on the values and challenges of go-along interviews to 
assess everyday perceptions and meanings of near-natural landscapes in 
Switzerland.   
A go-along interview is a valuable method to identify environmental and 
landscape values (see Bergeron et al. 2014). By avoiding an “artificial” or 
“traditional” interview setting using, for example, decontextualised material such 
as photographs, the go-along interview is fully emmersed in the landscape and 
uses mobility to establish in-situ contact with nature and the environment 
(Evans and Jones 2011).   
This study is part of the research project “ValPar.CH – Values of the ecological 
infrastructure (EI) in Swiss parks”, which aims to analyze ecological, economic, 
and social values of EI using the Nature’s Contributions to People (NCP) 
framework (Reynard, Grêt-Regamey & Keller 2021). In this particular study, go-
along interviews are used to assess how stakeholders perceive and evaluate 
certain NCPs. Interviewees are asked to guide the interviewer to everyday, 
meaningful places in the (near-natural) landscape. This shifts power relations 
between interviewer and interviewee, which facilitates in-depth conversations 
and opens up pathways to engage with emotions and perceptions beyond the 
visual.This paper therefore shares practical experience gained with data 
collection on social values of NCPs and discusses the advantages and 
disadvantages of the method. 
 

 
 
Figure 1. GPS-Tracking of a go-aglong interview in Park Beverin, Timo Oliveri 
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