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After one decade of urban crisis, following the burst of the financial bubble in 
1991, the Japanese central government issued in 2002 a new urban policy, called 
Urban Renaissance Special Measure Law – lately reinforced in 2011. Its aim was 
to remobilize toxic land assets generated by the financial bubble burst, that led to 
the multiplying of unused or underused lands in Japanese main city centers, 
especially in central Tokyo. This law allowed to create a new special zoning, 
called Urban Regeneration Urgent Redevelopment Area (URUDA), where private 
developers could derogate to the urban planning common law, and also benefit 
from new rights (public aid, loans at preferential rates, simplified and accelerated 
administrative procedures…). 
 
As a new spatial dispositive, URUDAs played the role of urban regeneration 
accelerator and facilitator, or even instigator. But what is the nature of the 
resources invested in URUDAs’ redevelopment projects, and where did they 
come from? In this presentation, we make the hypothesis that the highly selective, 
centrally concentrated nature of urban renaissance has created a two-tier city, 
provoking debate over what David Harvey calls the spatial fix, i.e. the temporary 
spatial solutions adopted by capitalists to save their assets from a downward 
spiral in values. In a context of urban resource scarcity, URUDAs have led to an 
over concentration of resources in few areas, at the detriment of the rest of the 
city, redeveloping the whole metropolis in hot and cold spots.  
 
This unequal use of resources through special zoning dispositives has been 
reinforced in the 2010s by the coming of the Tokyo Olympic Games. From a 
spatial fix perspective, the Olympic Games have generated an additional fix effect 
through the setting up of a temporal horizon to investments and political actions 
envolved in Tokyo urban making. A second hypothesis postulates the idea that 
Olympic Games have generated a shift from spatial to temporal incentive, 
speeding up the spatial concentration of an unequal capitalistic accumulation in 
few areas of central Tokyo. 
 
This presentation will examine the assumed continuity between the 2000s (urban 
renaissance) and the 2010s (Olympic development) and discuss the pertinence 
of spatial fix concept over the past two decades of intense urban generatoon in 
Tokyo. 
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