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In Switzerland, the problem of soil degradation persists despite numerous 
studies and significant improvements. Analysis shows that the non-renewable 
resource of soil is suffering both qualitative and quantitative damage. This 
suggests that it may be difficult to retain soil functions in the long-term. Although 
various measures have helped to prevent an increase in certain types of soil 
pollution and there has even been a decrease in some types of pollution, 
Switzerland does not have a sustainable approach to dealing with soil, a basic 
natural resource. Soil has been protected by legislation in Switzerland only 
since 1983, when the Environment Protection Act (EPA) was passed. The EPA 
and the Soil Pollution Ordinance (SoilPO) are the legal basis for soil protection 
in Switzerland. The federal government strives to improve soil protection on 
various levels. However, there has been limited success to date because at the 
cantonal and communal levels financial and human resources are still very 
scarce. Newly emerging challenges include climate mitigation and adaptation, 
plant protection products or (micro-)plastic. 
In most cases, the effect of soil degradation involves economic and ecological 
costs for society, such as with on- and off-site effects of soil erosion. The Swiss 
agricultural policy system is based on a system of direct payments (subsidies) 
to compensate farmers for the different types of services they deliver to society. 
This system supports prevention of soil erosion indirectly, e.g. by defining a 
minimal crop rotation or an optimal soil coverage. Furthermore, financial support 
is given to farmers, for example for applying conservation tillage. In Switzerland, 
agro-environmental policies are the result of negotiation and compromise rather 
than optimal expert determination. Despite their comprehensiveness, 
inconsistencies remain, leading to an ineffective implementation. 


