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Lakes are an invaluable natural and economic resource for the insubric area, 
identified as the geographical area between the Po River (Lombardy, Italy) and 
the Monte Ceneri (Ticino, Switzerland). Due to a recognized increased 
anthropic activity and climate change impacts these precious resource need to 
be adequately protected. To this end, universities and administrations of the two
regions that share the transboundary lakes, started a project name SIMILE 
whose goal is to provide updated and continuous information to support the 
management of the lakes. This project is based on long term collaboration 
actions that the two countries, Switzerland and Italy, have with the CIPAIS 
commission (http://www.cipais.org/) and aims at introducing innovative 
information system based on the combination of advanced automatic and 
continuous observation sensing, high resolution remote sensing data 
processing, citizen science and ecological and physical models. The project will 
capitalize the knowledge and experience of the resource managers with the 
creation of a Bussiness Intelligence platform based on several interoperable 
geospatial Web services. The use of Open software and data will facilitate its 
adoption and will contribute to adequately keep the costs limited. The project, 
started few months ago is here presented and discussed.

Figure 1. Gebneral architecture of the SIMILE Information System.  
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