Abstract Volume
17th Swiss Geoscience Meeting
Fribourg, 22nd + 23rd November 2019

22 Human Geographies:
Cities, Regions, Economies

Symposium 22: Human Geographies: Cities, Regions, Economies

550

22. Human Geographies: Cities, Regions,
Economies
Christian Berndt, Laurent Matthey, Martin Müller
Swiss Association for Geography (ASG)

TALKS:
22.1

Alpermann, H.: Urban redevelopment and its resistance: Learning from La Duchère, Lyon

22.2

Andriamahefazafy M.: The production of uneven benefits from a mobile commodity: the case of tuna from
Madagascar

22.3

Baumann H.: Making space for urban Indigenous people in Montreal

22.4

Bernhold C.: Upgrading in and through class differentiation – A case study from agribusiness in Argentina

22.5

Crottaz B.: Corporate social responsibility (CSR) and commodity trading in Switzerland: a potential of redefinition
of neoliberalism?

22.6

de Roulet P.: International organisations and the production of dual cities in Africa

22.7

Ginisty K.: Maputo, a smart and a fair city ?

22.8

Herrigel J.: Articulations of diverse forms of labour in (global) commodity chains from a feminist perspective

22.9

Kullman K.: Chemical collectives: alternative designs for environmental health

22.10

Languillon-Aussel R.: Public places in vertical Asian cities – insights from Tokyo and Singapore

22.11

Lehec C.: Graffiti in Palestinian Refugee Camps: from palimpsest walls to public space

22.12

Lupatini M.: Space and citizenship

22.13

Mollett S.: Tourism Troubles: Feminist political ecologies of land and body in the making of residential tourism
space in Panama

22.14

Müller M.: How we theorised cities from the North and South but forgot to think with the Easts

22.15

Neville L.: Everyday waste-based practices: exploring politics of space and place from an informal
neighbourhood in Cartagena, Colombia

22.16

Pauschinger D.: “We Do Pioneering Work”: Learning and Exemplification of New Technologies in a Digitalised
Agriculture

22.17

Wolfe S.D.: Virtual Resistance, Material Consequences: Countering State Projects in (Semi-) Authoritarian
Russia

Swiss Geoscience Meeting 2019

Platform Geosciences, Swiss Academy of Science, SCNAT

22.1
Urban redevelopment and its resistance:
Learning from La Duchère, Lyon
Hendrikje Alpermann
Université de Lausanne, Institute of Geography and Sustainability (IGD)

“…But what we academics so often forget is (…) the inevitable feelings of loss provoked by the demolitions…” (Harvey
2012: x-xi).
It was demolitions and the resettlement of thousands of households that provoked public action among two groups of
inhabitants in one of France’s grands ensembles, La Duchère (Lyon). The district has in 2001 been included in national
restructuring programs consisting primarily of structural transformation (Mission La Duchère Lyon 2016).
This contribution is based upon empirical research on two similar but very different movements in La Duchère – the Groupe
Inter Quartiers (GTI, later Conseil Citoyen) and the Collectif 230, fighting for their share in the redevelopment of their district
in reaction to top-down urban restructuring plans.
It argues that socio-technical arrangements within urban re-structuring create uneven opportunities for different groups to
get heard or involved (Le Galès 2005; Bourdieu 1976; Nonhoff 2007) and create different forms of resistance.The GTI was
opposing large-scale demolition and later changed its stance with its institutionalization as Conseil Citoyen.
The Collectif 230 didn’t feel legitimate to question the restructuring program as a whole as they had no language to get
heard (Rancière 2002:35).
The paper investigates how the re-development project and its radical strategy of demolition changes not only the built
environment, but also the socio-technical and power relations, interaction and identities within the district – also a firm
objective of such policies (Roberts 2000: 17), in the case of La Duchère to change the image and the ‘social mix’ through
demolition and reconstruction (Verhage 2009: 206).

REFERENCES

Bourdieu, Pierre (1976): Entwurf einer Theorie der Praxis auf der ethnologischen Grundlage der kabylischen Gesellschaft.
Frankfurt a. M.: Suhrkamp.
Harvey, David (2012): Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to the Urban Revolution. London/NY: verso.
Le Galès, Patrick (2005): Elusive Urban Policies in Europe. In: Yuri Kazepov (Hg.): Changing Contexts, Local Arrangements,
and the Challenge to Social Cohesion. Oxford, Malden: Blackwell, p. 235-254.
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Nonhoff, Martin (2007): Diskurs, radikale Demokratie, Hegemonie - Einleitung. In: Martin Nonhoff (Hg.): Diskurs - radikale
Demokratie - Hegemonie. Zum politischen Denken von Ernesto Laclau und Chantal Mouffe. Bielefeld: Transcript, p. 7-24.
Rancière, Jacques (2002): Das Unvernehmen. Frankfurt a.M.: Suhrkamp.
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Verhage, Roelof (2009): Le Renouvellement urbain à La Duchère. In: Paul Boino (Hg.): Lyon: La Production de la ville.
Marseille: Paranthèses, p. 194-216.
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22.2
The production of uneven benefits from a mobile commodity:
the case of tuna from Madagascar
Mialy Andriamahefazafy
Institute of Geography and Sustainability, University of Lausanne, Géopolis CH -1015 Lausanne
(mialyzanah.andriamahefazafy@unil.ch)

In Madagascar, tuna fisheries bring important revenues for the country while contributing to local livelihoods of coastal
communities. Allowing distant water fishing nations (DWFNs) to access tuna resources in its territorial waters through
fishing agreements, Madagascar hosts a tuna cannery that gets its supply from these foreign industrial fleets. The cannery
mainly produces tuna cans that are exported in Europe including France, Spain, Germany or Italy. The local tuna fishing
mainly provides for the local markets and exports to the neighbouring islands. This paper explores the dual trajectory of
tuna from Madagascar, as a local and global commodity. Using political ecology as an approach and more specifically the
theory of access by Ribot and Peluso (2003), I explore the means of access to the resources as well as who benefits from
the resources. I will show how the industrial fishery, framed by the State and DWFNs as bringing national benefits through
revenue and labour opportunities, has also contributed to the limited development of the country’s tuna fishery. This is
exacerbated by the substantial profits that powerful capitalist firms based in Europe get from the fishery. The paper will also
present the importance of tuna fishery at the local level despite a lack of investment from the State. Finally, it will highlight
how the fishery is shaped by the mobility of the resources and the fluidity of the Western Indian Ocean.

REFERENCES

Breuil, C. and D. Grima. 2014. Baseline report Madagascar. Ebene, Mauritius: SmartFish Programme of the Indian Ocean
SmartFish Programme of the Indian Ocean Commission, Fisheries Management FAO component.
Campling, L. 2012. The tuna ‘commodity frontier’- business strategies and environment in the industrial tuna fisheries of the
Western Indian Ocean. Journal of Agrarian Change 12(2): 252-278.
Macfadyen, G., B. Rohmer, B. Caillart. et al. 2015. Ex post evaluation of Union financial measures for the implementation of
the Common Fisheries Policy and in the area of the Law of the Sea 2007-2013. Final report and annexes. Brussels:
European Commission.
Ribot, J.C. and N.L. Peluso. 2003. A theory of access. Rural Sociology 68(2): 153-181.
Sneddon, C. 2007. Nature’s materiality and the circuitous paths of accumulation: dispossession of freshwater fisheries in
Cambodia. Antipode 39(1): 167-193.
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22.3
Making space for urban Indigenous people in Montreal
Heidi Baumann
Department of Geography, University of Zurich, Winterthurerstr 190, CH-8057 Zurich (heidi.baumann@uzh.ch)

For a long time, Indigenous migration to urban areas has been associated with their assimilation into the dominant society
(Lévesque 2003:32). As a response to Indigenous people migrating to Canadian cities starting in the 1950s, Friendship
Centers emerged, which represent “places of Indigenous resistance and urban community” (Langford 2016:2). Nowadays,
more than half of the Indigenous people live in urban areas (Norris, Clatworthy and Peters 2013:33). Indigenous people are
subject to a lot of structural socio-economic inequalities, including lower incomes and lower life expectancies (Peters 2005:
51).
The focus of my thesis lies on individual stories of Indigenous people in the city of Montreal, as well as the making of an
urban Indigenous space, which is shown through the case of the Native Friendship Center of Montreal (NFCM).
As the literature on Indigenous people often focuses on rural rather than urban areas (cf. Peters and Andersen 2013:2), this
research contributes to filling this gap. Using a qualitative methodology, the data was collected through semi-structured
interviews and participant observation.
Through the analysis of individual stories, my thesis contributes to a better understanding of the lives of a small part of
urban Indigenous people in Montreal. The analysis revealed major frictions between a neoliberal culture, with an
individualized and self-responsible subject, and an indigenous culture, which is based on values of family and community.
The NFCM represents an urban node, where conflicting representations get expressed through tensions on the individual
level. Navigating through these different representations can be understood as a form of protest and resistance by the
individuals.

REFERENCES

Langford, Will (2016), Friendship Centres in Canada, 1959-1977 in The American Indian Quarterly, Vol. 40(1), pp. 1-37.
Lévesque, Carole (2003), “The Presence of Aboriginal Peoples in Quebec’s Cities. Multiple Movements, Diverse Issues” in
Newhouse, David, and Evelyn Peters (eds.), Not Strangers in These Parts. Urban Aboriginal Peoples, Ottawa, Policy
Research Initiative, pp. 23-34.
Norris, Mary Jane, Stewart Clatworthy, and Evelyn Peters (2013), “The urbanization of Aboriginal populations in Canada. A
Half Century in Review” in Peters, Evelyn, and Chris Andersen (eds.), Indigenous in the city. Contemporary identities
and cultural innovation, Vancouver, UBC Press, pp. 29-45.
Peters, Evelyn (2005), “Geographies of Urban Aboriginal People in Canada. Implications for Urban Self Governance” in
Murphy, Michael (ed.), Canada: The State of the Federation 2003. Reconfiguring Aboriginal State Relation, Kingston
(ON), Institute of Intergovernmental Relations, pp. 39-76.
Peters, Evelyn and Chris Andersen (2013), “Introduction” in Peters, Evelyn, and Chris Andersen (eds.), Indigenous in the
city. Contemporary identities and cultural innovation, Vancouver, UBC Press, pp. 1-27.
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22.4
Upgrading in and through class differentiation –
A case study from agribusiness in Argentina
Christin Bernhold1
Department of Geography, University of Hamburg, Bundesstraße 55, D-20146 Hamburg
(christin.bernhold@uni-hamburg.de)

1

Commodity chain studies originated with a critical analysis of the global political economy. In the past decades, however, much of the
Global Value Chain (GVC) research has sidelined issues of exploitation and uneven development and instead focused on upgrading as a
development strategy. Upgrading, here, is understood as a shift from low-skilled, labour-intensive towards a higher value – technology and
knowledge-intensive – production within any industry, including agriculture. This is often accompanied by the implicit assumption that
upgrading translates into social enhancement and more and better jobs. Scholars from different currents have criticized a labour-blindness
within the related focus on firm-level development. In response, GVC scholars have themselves taken issue with a possible disjuncture
between economic upgrading and social gains, and highlighted the need for an additional social upgrading agenda.
From a class-analytical perspective, this paper presents empirical research into the political economy of upgrading in Argentinian
agribusiness. Within the framework of a case study, I argue that adverse labour relations are not merely blind spots or by-products of
upgrading strategies. Instead, I analyse them as both results and conditions of upgrading, which benefits some actors while for others it
instead entails shifting patterns of exploitation. I call this a process of ‘upgrading in and through class differentiation.’ My paper looks at the
particular relations of a successfully upgrading firm to intermediate classes and at the conditions of rural labour, which is outsourced to
labour contractors (so called contratistas). In one of the most dynamic branches of the Argentinian economy, salaries and working
conditions of those who do the seeding, fumigation, and harvesting in the fields are relatively poor. In this context, I contend that the way in
which the capital-labour relation is intermediated by contratistas inheres adverse conditions for struggles for benefits that workers could
gain from upgrading. A class analytical perspective helps me understand how these conditions and the exploitative relations, which
constantly shift in form but do not disappear under capitalist conditions, are part of the very basis upon which agribusiness upgrading
strategies are built.

22.5
Corporate social responsibility (CSR) and commodity trading in
Switzerland: a potential of redefinition of neoliberalism?
Baptiste Crottaz
Département de Géographie, Université de Fribourg, Rue du Marché 4, CH- 1700 Fribourg (baptiste.crottaz@unifr.ch)

Since the turn of the 2000s, Switzerland has become a major center for world commodity trading. However, this
development has been accompanied by a proliferation of scandals related to the practices of multinationals in producer
countries and relayed in the Swiss space, particularly by NGOs. Faced with this pressure, companies in the sector have
poposed a response in terms of corporate social responsibility (CSR) incorporating a social and ecological duty. Therefore,
this work aims to question the potential of redefinition of neoliberalism, defined as hegemony, contained in this approach.
Specifically based on its application to the mining sector, it demonstrates a tool that essentially repels all wills of constrainig
regulations, from both private and political actors, while seeking to legitimize the maintenance of neoliberal logic. However,
the lack of production alternatives linked to the specificities of the sector highlights the study of the strategy of two NGOs
engaged in its reform or its contestation, and to the partially divergent positions on CSR from a more complementary angle
than antithetical. Therefore, it can be concluded that while CSR may offer a potential but not sufficient space for
engagement, the development of research on other forms of production would be of great interest, especially to open the
field of possibiliites of contestation.
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22.6
International organisations and the production of dual cities in Africa
Pablo de Roulet1
Département de Géographie et Environnment/Gouvernance de l’Environnement et Développement Territorial,
University of Geneva, Uni Carl-Vogt, Boulevard Carl-Vogt 66 (pablo.deroulet@unige.ch)

1

Large presence of international organisations supported by numerous humanitarian and development professionals have
become a common feature in a number of African cities. The social and material production of new spaces to support aid
organisations and their employees translates in new modes of segregation where security procedures constitute unthoughtof models of urban planning. Such territorial processes result in forms of dual cities that exchange and communicate in a
specific configuration of class and power relations, transforming the urban landscapes of many capital cities in the Global
South.
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22.7
Maputo, a smart and a fair city ?
Karine Ginisty
Institut de géographie, Université de Lausanne (karine.ginisty@unil.ch)

Cette proposition de communication se propose de revenir sur les transformations de la gouvernance urbaine à Maputo,
capitale du Mozambique, en s’appuyant sur l’étude de cas du service de collecte des déchets ménagers. Depuis 2001, la
municipalité de Maputo fait l’objet d’une attention particulière de la part des institutions de coopération internationales pour
le développement. Dans le cadre des pratiques de transferts de compétences pour la bonne gouvernance (contexte
réformes de décentralisation), la coopération allemande (GIZ), puis la coopération japonaise (JICA) sont intervenues pour
former à l’élaboration d’un Plan Directeur pour le service public de collecte des déchets. La conduite de ces deux projets
de coopération, construits autour du référentiel de la durabilité, a soutenu l’inscription de la trajectoire de Maputo sur celles
des smart cities. En novembre 2017 est inauguré le système MOPA, financé par la Banque Mondiale, premier sofware en
open access prévue pour une gestion intelligente des déchets dans une ville du Sud. Dans cette perspective, cette
communication interroge la trajectoire de Maputo en tant que smart city à partir d’une analyse de la construction de son
action publique et l’évolution de ses inégalités urbaines.
Cette communication se focalise aussi bien sur les transformations de l’exercice du pouvoir que sur les impacts spatiaux
de la gouvernance urbaine à Maputo, conduite depuis 2001 sous l’emprise de la coopération internationale pour le
développement. A Maputo, le projet AGRESU (2001-2010), mené par la GIZ, puis le projet de la JICA (2013-2017), se sont
traduits par une circulation de référentiels pour penser la durabilité le service public de collecte des déchets ménagers. La
rationalité de gouvernement véhiculée par ces deux projets de coopération est celle de techniques de management
néolibérales, articulées à la publicisation d’enjeux environnementaux. Dans une première partie, je souhaite revenir sur la
conduite de ces projets et replacer la focale sur l’adhésion des agents publics à la transformation de leurs pratiques
quotidiennes de l’action publique. De 2001 à 2018, l’analyse des différents moments de réappropriation du sens de ces
projets de coopération, par les équipes municipales successives, expose le rôle des rapports de pouvoir au sein de la
municipalité dans la capacité des agents à s’emparer du référentiel de la durabilité dans l’élaboration du Plan Directeur.
Ainsi, si le projet AGRESU a cristallisé une relation conflictuelle entre l’équipe du projet et les élites politiques, dans la
perspective d’une ville plus juste, le projet JICA témoigne plutôt de tensions autour d’une confiscation du pouvoir local à
des fins néopatrimoniales. Dans une structure de pouvoir décentralisée, la réappropriation de nouvelles techniques de
gouvernement s’inscrit dans des registres de pratiques en construction, traversés par des positions divergentes quant au
sens de l’action publique. Une seconde partie concerne, ensuite, les transformations spatiales induites par le service de
collecte des déchets à Maputo. Une attention particulière est placée sur la réduction des inégalités urbaines entre le centreville, hérité de la colonisation, et les quartiers dits périphériques. Loin de s’opposer à la réduction des inégalités urbaines,
la rationalité néolibérale véhiculée par ces deux projets de développement été instrumentalisée pour renverser, en partie,
des pratiques de pouvoir de l’action publique, clientélistes et néopatrimoniales. L’espace urbain et ses inégalités se
transforment donc à Maputo selon la capacité des acteurs internationaux à appréhender les rapports de force de l’action
publique, puis de contribuer à la reconfiguration de ces derniers autour des enjeux labélisés du développement. L’échec de
la coopération JICA à implanter le tri sélectif illustre le rôle des pratiques de management des coopérants internationaux
dans la circulation de modèles urbains et leur ancrage local. Pour conclure, cette communication dresse le cadre de
circulation et de réappropriation de la smart city, à Maputo, des années 2000 à la seconde moitié des années 2010. La
confrontation des différents moments ou contextes de circulation des référentiels de la gouvernance urbaine nourrit une
distanciation critique à l’égard d’une littérature construite sur l’existence de modèles urbains, génériques et reproductibles,
à l’échelle internationale.
Cette communication s’appuie sur deux matériaux de recherches distincts. Le premier terrain de recherches mobilisé est
celui de la thèse de doctorat, de géographie, conduite de 2007 à 2014, sur la question des liens entre les inégalités
spatiales d’accès aux services urbains et la justice sociale à Maputo. Lors de cette recherche doctorale, le projet AGRESU,
de la coopération allemande, a fait l’objet d’un terrain sur la circulation de leurs techniques de gouvernement et leur
réappropriation locale. Cette recherche a permis de mettre en lumière les rapports de pouvoir soulevés par l’adoption d’une
conception de l’action publique tournée vers ses publics, ainsi que le rapport des acteurs à la production discursive de la
durabilité. Le second terrain concerne, quant à lui, une recherche post-doctorale, qui vient d’être achevée, sur la tenue du
projet JICA à Maputo et du projet MOPA pour une plus grande responsabilisation et une participation des habitants dans la
gestion des déchets, permises par la technologie. L’adhésion des agents publics et des élites de la municipalité à ces deux
projets se révèle pourtant de façade, au regard des coûts du dispositif technique et, surtout, des conflits politiques
projetées. La recherche s’est donc intéressée à la stratégie des agents publics mise en œuvre pour produire un discours
de la réussite des projets JICA et MOPA dans la vitrine internationale du développement au Mozambique.
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22.8
Articulations of diverse forms of labour in (global) commodity chains
from a feminist perspective
Johanna Herrigel1
1

Economic Geography, University of Zurich, Winterthurerstrasse 190, 8057 Zurich

Recently, scholars have been increasingly concerned with the pervasiveness and ongoing proliferation of unfree, bonded
and forced labour in global production. The majority of scholars studying unfree labour in global production assume that
ultimately, this issue must and can be addressed within the global capitalist economy. More rarely, scholars conceive of the
global capitalist economy as inherently connected to and co-constituted by non-capitalist relations of production and
processes of de-proletarianization, including unfree labour. The latter kind of scholarship is insightful with regards to how
global commodity chains are constituted through dis/articulations of capitalist and non-capitalist relations of production.
However, the general issue with this debate is its exclusive focus on relations of production in global commodity chains,
thereby eschewing the question of labour falling outside and thus overflowing this specific conceptual framing.
Failing to consider and conceptualize questions of labour beyond ‘productive work’ is not limited to the aforementioned
debate, and indeed is a problem in much of global commodity chains studies. In this paper, I suggest that this lacuna can
be solved by revisiting world-system theory conceptualizations of global commodity chains from a feminist perspective.
Beyond the combination of capitalist and noncapitalist relations of production, scholars of world-system theory consider
how commodities are transferred through diverse modes of exchange – market and nonmarket – along the chain.
Importantly, by tracing back labour in global production to the households performing its (re-)production, this scholarship in
line with a feminist perspective draws attention to how unpaid housework and unpaid care work provide a ‘dark value’
appropriated and transferred along global commodity chains. From this, we learn how global commodity chains are
constituted by diverse forms of labour crisscrossing binary conceptual distinctions, such as ‘productive’ and ‘reproductive’
labour. Empirically attending to and analytically grasping these articulations of diverse forms of labour in global commodity
chains is challenging. In line with feminist scholarship, I propose that one way forward is to focus on households and the
mundane practices of household members performing and combining diverse forms of labour.

22.9
Chemical collectives: alternative designs for environmental health
Kim Kullman1
1

Geography, The Open University, Milton Keynes, UK (kim.kullman@open.ac.uk)

This paper discusses the lifeworld of persons with multiple chemical sensitivities (MCS), a contested environmental illness
whose symptoms are often undetectable using standard diagnostic equipment. Revolving around a pragmatist analysis of
autobiographical writings, self-help guides, websites and other resources produced by MCS individuals to share knowledge
about their condition, it provides new insight into the distinctive coping strategies cultivated by MCS groups to reduce
exposure to a chemically saturated planet. Concentrating on the distinctive material culture and informal practices of
making among MCS people, from handcrafted air filters to adapted clothing and buildings, the paper develops a
geographical account of the diverse forms of indigenous expertise that environmentally ill individuals sustain to manage
their situation and to deal with lacking support from the society. It argues that MCS collectives engage in speculative
interventions into polluted ways of life, which can open alternative pathways for responses to environmental harms.
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22.10
Public places in vertical Asian cities – insights from Tokyo and
Singapore
Raphaël Languillon-Aussel1
Department of geography, University of Geneva, Uni-Vogt, Boulevard C. Vogt 66, 1211 Geneva
(raphael.languillon@unige.ch)

1

In the 2000s and the 2010s, verticality has been a new fronteer for urban growth, especially in Pacific Asia cities. “Vertical
sprawl” that has resulted from it has extended cities in two directions: above ground level, and underground. The reasons
of cities verticalization are well documented by the scientific literature: land scarcity, land price increasing strategy, disaster
prevention (for underground), climate change adaptation… However, cities are not just about juxtaposition of buildings and
urban forms: it result from interconnextion between spaces and social interactions between people living and working in it.
In that context, connexion between the different layers and levels of vertical cities has becoming a key issue not just in a
functionnal dimension, but also from a social, political and symbolic perspective.
In such vertical contexts, public spaces appear to be particularly problematic. If they are close to open spaces in a twodimension city (especially in European cities), it is not the case anymore in vertical cities, where public spaces could be
either underground or located in upper floors (including in urban canoppies and roof top).
The presentation aims to discuss the transformation of the nature of public places in vertical cities. The hypothesis consists
in assuming that vertical public places are more relevant in Pacific Asia cities rather than European one because the notion
is not initially correlated to open spaces in Asia (as it is in European cities). Assuming that, the author infers that
verticalization of cities does not change the nature, the use, the sense or the perception of public space in Asia, contrary to
what happens in European cities. The difference relies on the fact that thinking public space in Asia with a European
perspective is missunderstanding the deep nature of Asian cities, where a public space is structurally, politically and
phylosophically not based on the same criterias nor the same forms or uses.
Taking as case studies Tokyo and Singapore, respectively representating Chinese and Japanese cultural approaches of
cities, urban verticality, and public spaces, the presentation will make comparison with European appraoches of public
spaces in a vertical build up environment. The final goal is to determine if there would not be any lesson to learn from Asia
concerning how to plan public spaces in vertical cities, reversing the transfer of urban models from East to West.
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22.11
Graffiti in Palestinian Refugee Camps: from palimpsest walls to public
space
Clémence Lehec
Université de Genève & Université Grenoble-Alpes

This paper is the result of a doctoral thesis defended in June 2019 at Geneva University and Grenoble-Alpes University.
Updating an article published in the Articulo Journal of Urban Research at the end of 2017, the focus will be on the
Palestinian graffiti movement that developed in refugee camps as an act of resistance in the late 1960s and continues to
this day. This movement was built as part of the struggle against Israeli occupation. To question an ephemeral aesthetic
practice in a space where the urban is considered temporary, allows us to reflect on the way in which the inhabitants build a
way of living without giving up their request for the right of return. The analysis of graffiti on the streets of the Dheisheh
camp in Bethlehem reveals palimpsest walls that allow the refugee community to build common spaces in the political
sense of the word. The walls then become a space for debate and the construction of history. Through an examination of
visual elements on the walls of refugee camps today, I propose an understanding of the relationship to public space as one
where politics is at play, outside of any institutional structures.
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22.12
Space and citizenship
Marco Lupatini
Dipartimento Formazione e Apprendimento, Scuola Universitaria Professionale della Svizzera Italiana (DFA/SUPSI) Piazza
San Francesco 19, CH-6600 Locarno
Department of Geosciences, University of Fribourg, Chemin du Musée 4, CH-1700 Fribourg

As sustained by Arendt (1960) human action has a deep spatial dimension, which determines and characterize it, and, as
she affirms, which confer to it its sense. As revealed by the same author (Arendt, 2003) space is also the result of
interaction between people, and it is in this space that all human affairs happen. Lussault (2007), on his side, stresses that
human action does not occur on space but with it, and he considers space as an operator influencing human action, and
modeling it.
The strong link between human acting and space plays an important role in the education of a dynamic citizen. This
concept is here defined in reference to Audigier (2002) and Staeheli (2011) as a person affirming a chosen not an inherited
belonging. The link mentioned before, also enters in the formation of a spatial actor. Concept interpreted here in the sense
given by Lussault (2007) as individual moved by the need and the will to act, and therefore provided with strategic
competencies, margins of maneuvers, capacities of arbitrage and with the capacity to act formed by and for socialization.
This link finally also puts the education of a dynamic citizen and the formation of a spatial actor in the frame of the political.
Concept described by Bedorf and Röttgers (2010) as a space where different visions regarding the functioning of common
life interact.
The presentation aspires to contribute to the reflection on the role of geography teaching in building in future citizens the
conscience of the spatiality of human acting. This aim is reached on the base of materials collected both in the frames of a
doctoral thesis in progress at the University of Fribourg, and of the professional experience of the author as teachers’
trainer at the DFA in Locarno. The selected data contains oral and written productions realized by pupils between 11 and 17
years old, during geography teaching sequences based on the introduction of spatial controversies.
The methodology used for the thesis is the one defined as action research in education (Guay & Prud’homme, 2011). As
they stress this methodology could be assimilated to a teachers’ training practice. For this reason in spite of the different
contexts the collected materials do not substantially differ.
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Tourism Troubles: Feminist political ecologies of land and body in the
making of residential tourism space in Panama
Sharlene Mollett
University of Toronto, Department of Human Geography, Centre for Critical Development Studies and the Department of
Geography and Planning
(sharlene.mollett@utoronto.ca)

In this address, I examine the ways in which settler colonial logics shape residential tourism development on the Atlantic
Coast of Panama. With a focus on the Bocas del Toro archipelago, I entangle feminist political ecological assertions that
struggles over nature are embodied struggles with anticolonial feminist understandings of land and body, drawn from a
fusion of postcolonial, decolonial and black feminist thought, embedded in the concept of postcolonial intersectionality.
Through this lens, I seek to illustrate three key findings. First, settler colonial place making in Bocas is partially articulated in
the legal geographies of the Panamanian state’s tourism-as-development strategy, a process that invites foreign land
ownership. Second, critical development studies in Latin America tends to center indigenous women’s livelihoods and rights
as emblems of gender mainstreaming and social inclusion. By contrast, I focus on Afro-Panamanian women and illustrate,
through ethnographic testimonies, the ways in which settler logics of elimination manifest in the naturalization of AfroPanamanian women as “maids”. Such imaginative and material geographies reflect conventional racial-sexual-gendered
histories that take for granted black female servitude and landlessness on the Atlantic coast. Lastly, I will show,
notwithstanding the coast’s violent past (and present) that a deeper engagement with place-based histories makes
postcolonial intersectional feminist theorizing a requirement for sustainable development policy with the concomitant
recognition that any sustainable tourism policy that erodes local peoples control over land and bodies is not, in fact,
sustainable. Thus, I argue that Afro-Panamanian women’s participation in Bocas’ tourism enclave--a project that seeks to
erase indigenous and black relations to coastal lands and foster their subjection to foreign nationals--is simultaneously an
articulation of their rights to remain on the coast.

22.14
How we theorised cities from the North and South but forgot to think
with the Easts
Martin Müller1
1

Institut de Géographie et Durabilité, Université de Lausanne, CH-1015 Lausanne (martin.muller@unil.ch)

Over the past decade, global urbanism has seen a distinct move towards embracing cities outside the Global North for
theory-building and comparative research. In this presentation I welcome this turn towards more inclusive theorizing, but
show that the binary geographical imagination of a Global North and a Global South has created its own silences and
erasures around what could be termed the Global East – cities and countries, such as those in the former Second World,
that fall between North and South. The presentation traces the genealogy of that erasure and outlines the political urgency
of ‘thinking with a global East’ in global urbanism. In so doing, I argue not for an Eastern urbanism, but for a renewed global
urbanism that is more than northern.
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22.15
Everyday waste-based practices: exploring politics of space and place
from an informal neighbourhood in Cartagena, Colombia
Laura Neville1
Institute of Geography and Sustainability, University of Lausanne, Mouline – Géopolis, CH-1015 Lausanne
(laura.neville@unil.ch)

1

Cartagena is a city marked by profound socio-spatial segregation and socio-racial inequality. Its urban development is
characterised by displacements of population, both within the city and to the city, significantly affecting the afro-descendent
population, who settled largely in the city’s so-called periphery. This paper draws upon ethnographic work in an informal
neighbourhood located on the edge of the city’s main waterbody by focusing on residents’ everyday waste-based practices.
In this neighbourhood characterised by low state presence and lacking access to urban services, waste appears as more
than a discard. For instance, the neighbourhood is expanding due to the construction of informal settlements by filling the
waterbody with waste materials. In parallel to this process, waste-based initiatives to improve the neighbourhood’s built
environment have emerged with the support of corporate social responsibility funded entities.
Against this background, the paper seeks to approach the social production of urban space through the lens of waste from
a decolonial urban theory perspective. It engages with Massey’s (2005) understanding of space as relational to read
residents’ everyday waste-based practices in the urban space. The paper’s first objective is to shed light on the
complexities and paradoxes of the everyday waste-based practices mobilised by residents of an informal neighbourhood.
The second objective is to consider what this case suggests about the understanding of politics of space and place from
the city margins in an urban neoliberal context.
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“We Do Pioneering Work”: Learning and Exemplification of New
Technologies in a Digitalised Agriculture
Dennis Pauschinger
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Institut de Géographie, Université de Neuchâtel, Espace Tilo-Frey 1, 2000 Neuchâtel (dennis.pauschinger@unine.ch)

The digitalisation of agriculture is on the rise. From planting robots and crop management apps to disease detecting
software and automated tractors, globally operating companies are presenting “smart farming” solutions as the new future
of food production. Much academic and public attention, however, has been paid to how everyday urban life has become
more digital, automated and structured by algorithms, often to exercise surveillance by both private and public actors. In
geography, there has been much debate addressing how such new technologies and the accompanying policies have
travelled globally and are implemented locally in the urban through different scales and specific spaces of learning and
exemplification (e.g. McFarlane 2011; McCann & Ward 2011; Söderström 2014). There is way less literature and scientific
inquiry of how these processes play out in the rural. Bringing the discussion to the sphere of a digital agriculture there is an
opportunity to challenge the common understandings of how new technologies proliferate. This paper therefore draws upon
empiricial data from a qualitative case study with a Swiss based but internationally operating start-up that has recently
obtained the first authorisation in a joint effort between a coalition of private companies and public instituions to spray
pesticides on vineyards and fruit plantations with their home made drone. The paper demonstrates in three main analytical
sections 1) the actor-network, 2) the spatial dimensions, and 3) the entrepreneurial improvisation that co-produced in an
assembling effort both the regulation and enablement of the sprayer drone. The example opens up the possibility of new
understandings of how the exemplification, learning and implementation of new technologies are made possible.
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22.17
Virtual Resistance, Material Consequences: Countering State Projects in
(Semi-) Authoritarian Russia
Sven Daniel Wolfe
Department of Geography and Sustainability, University of Lausanne, Quartier Mouline, CH-1015 Lausanne
(svendaniel.wolfe@unil.ch)

Over the past decade, Russia’s increasing authoritarianism (Gel’man 2015) has resulted in a number of dramatic
confrontations between state agents and the general population. While street protests and (sometimes violent) police
arrests are the most visible outcomes of these confrontations, the street and the square are not the only places where
Russian dissent takes place. Beyond the physicality of marching in public places, the past years have seen a surge in
oppositional voices on the Russian internet, taking shape in independent blogs and oriented around local issues. These are
then propagated beyond their immediate territories – and indeed beyond Russian borders – through social media, including
but not limited to YouTube, Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook.
Building on research that identifies digital spaces as a new sphere for the political (Arora 2015; Vlavo 2012), this paper
investigates the material impacts of virtual opposition. Unlike research that connects online activism with mass protest
(Radchenko, Pisarevskaya, and Ksenofontova 2012), this paper focuses on the micro level, examining individuals who
have engaged in virtual protest – often using the poor quality of urban infrastructure as a starting point – and exploring the
consequences of their digital engagements. The paper contrasts the cases of Alexander Valov and Maria Motuznaya, an
activist in Sochi and a resident of Barnaul, respectively, with those of Ilya Varlamov and Dmitry Ivanov, two of the Russian
internet’s most popular urban and political bloggers. On the basis of these four cases, the paper develops a typology of
strategies engaged by Russian virtual activists in order to avoid punishment in the context of increasing political closure. It
also details the responses of state agencies to these four individuals and explores why Varlamov and Ivanov are allowed to
continue work while Valov is in prison and Motuznaya in exile.
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