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The importance of safeguard-
ing palaeontological heritage has 
been recognized in the Canton Jura 
(northwestern Switzerland) and as 
a result of the construction of the 
highway “Transjurane”, the “Section 
de paléontologie” was established in 
February 2000. This new institution 
is charged with safeguarding and 
examining the palaeontological her-
itage along the course of the future 
highway.

So far, four dinosaur tracksites, 
which together have revealed 12 
track-bearing horizons, were located 
in laminites of Kimmeridgian age. 
First tracks were discovered in 2002 
at Courtedoux-“Sur Combe Ronde”, 
one of the most important sites for 
Jurassic sauropod tracks. The site can 
be protected in situ over a surface of 
about 1500 square meters underneath 
a highway-bridge specifically built 
for this purpose. In 2003, tracks were 
discovered at Chevenez-“Combe 
Ronde” and Courtedoux-“Bois de 
Sylleux”, and finally in 2004 at Court-
edoux-“Tchâfouè”, where excavations 

are still carried out. All four sites can 
at least be protected in the security 
zones of the future highway.

The recent discoveries of dinosaur 
tracksites of international importance 
have led to the elaboration of the Jura 
Geopark project with the tracksites 
figuring as main attractions (Marty & 
Hug 2003, 2004). Moreover, various 
already existing natural sites (palae-
ontological, geological, geomorpho-
logical, biological) and archaeological 
localities in the Canton Jura and in the 
central Swiss and French Jura moun-
tains could be integrated as well.

The aim of the project is to create a 
regional green- or eco-tourism, which 
may create and safeguard employment 
and provide sustainable economic de-
velopment in a rural environment. So 
far, a roadmap has been defined and a 
commission has been founded, which 
is charged to form working groups 
and to evaluate the future possibilities 
and economic potential of such a park 
(marketing analysis and feasability 
study).
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